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Test your chain brake
at least once per shift
Random testing of chain saw brakes by the Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C. and the
Canadian Standards Association has shown that some chain brakes do not stop the chain
immediately. If the chain continues to move after the brake has been applied, the chain saw
operator could be seriously injured or killed. The random testing revealed that the main causes of
defective chain brakes were (a) unacceptable wear of the chain brake and (b) contamination of
the brake mechanism.

Safe work practices:

• Test your chain brake at least once per shift. Run the saw at full throttle and then
activate the brake.

• Repeat the test if the chain does not stop almost instantly.

• Pull the saw out of service and have the brake inspected and repaired if repeated testing of the
chain brake fails to immediately stop the chain.

The WCB has a wide range of health and safety information. For copies of this poster or other health and safety related
literature and videos contact: WCB Films and Posters, PO Box 5350, Stn Terminal, Vancouver BC,  V6B 5L5.  Phone
604 276-3068 or toll free within BC 1 800 661-2112. To obtain assistance and information on workplace health and
safety, call toll free within BC 1 888 621-SAFE (7233). 99-07



Language shouldn’t
be a barrier to safety

This  poster was prepared for you and your workers. It is important that your workers receive the
safety message that is contained in this poster. If your workers are unable to read English, we
would appreciate it if you would translate, or have translated, this important message into a
language they can understand. Thank you.


