
HAZARD ALERT
Industry: Fishing          Ages: 30 and 47 years          Experience: 6 months          Area: Haro Strait, southern Vancouver Island

FATALITY

02–04

Two crab fishers die of hypothermia
A crab fisher was resetting longline traps over the stern of the boat. He became caught in a line attached to the traps and
fell into the water. A second fisher jumped into the water to rescue him. They reached the side of the boat, but there was
no ladder to help them climb out of the cold water.

A third crewmember tried to pull the men back into the boat. She was unable to get the first crewmember out of the water,
so she tied him to the boat. She managed to pull the second crewmember, a smaller man, back onboard.

A few hours later, some boaters saw the fishing vessel and called the rescue centre. However, both men died as a result
of hypothermia.

Safe work practices:

• Keep the deck free of hazards that could trip or entangle a crewmember.
• Carry a knife to cut lines in case a crewmember becomes entangled.
• Wear a personal flotation device (PFD) if

there is any risk of falling overboard.
• Ensure guardrails are installed

to prevent crewmembers
falling overboard.

• Provide a ladder or other
means to climb back onto the
boat in case a crewmember
falls overboard.

• Practise emergency
drills so that all
crewmembers are
able to respond
effectively,
including being
able to radio
for help.

™
The WCB has a wide range of health and safety information. For copies of this poster or other health and safety
related literature and videos contact: WCB Publications and Videos Section by calling 604 276-3068 or toll-free
within BC 1 800 661-2112, or e-mail your request to pubvid@wcb.bc.ca. For assistance and information on workplace
health and safety, call toll-free within BC 1 888 621-SAFE (7233) or visit our web site at www.worksafebc.com.


